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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I} GEORGE M. PETERS, a
resident of the city of Columbus, in the county
of Franklin and State of Ohio, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Dashes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion:

My invention relates, first, to the construe-
tion of dashes in sections, permitting the com-
bination of different pieces in constructing
dashes of different forms.

It relates, secondly, to the attachment of
the dash to the vehicle; and this part of my
invention renders the dash capable of attach-
ment to vehicles of different widths, so that it
can be sold as an article of manufacture, for
application to the vehicle by the purchaser.
These features of my invention render the con-
struction easy, expeditious, and economieal.

Another feature of my invention consists in
such a novel construction of the dash as that
there shall be at the part of the frame thereof
to which the laterally-adjustable foot is to be
attaehed a proper bearing-surface for the sup-
port and bracing of the dash.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of sufficient of a vehicle to illus-
trate my invention; TFig. 2, a sectional de-
tached view; Figs. 3, 4,5, 6, 8, detached views
illustrating modifications; and TFig. 7, a de-
tached perspective view.

One mode of making the dash-frame is
shown in the drawings, in which G I are par-
allel uprights at each end, C D E parallel
cross-rods, and M L short continuations of the
rods G T,

The portion C D M L may be a section in
one piece, and may be detachably connected
to the other and larger section, thus avoiding
the expense and delay incurred in uniting all
the parts in one piece, and permitting pieces
of different kinds to be united in making up
dashes of different forms and sizes. |

If desired, there may be but one bar at each
end, as shown in Tigs. 3, 5, 6, or but one at
the top or bottom, Figs. 3, 8. |

This sectional construction of the dash and
the means for uniting the sections are valuable,
and may be employed with or without that

portion of my invention which enables the

dash to be attached to vehicles of different
widths.

In order to connect the frame to the vehicle,
and further to permit a frame to be applied to
vehicles of different sizes, I construect the frame
and the foot H so that, by a lateral adjustment
in relation to each other, the desired connec-
tion to bodies of different widths may be ef-
fected. The frames may be varied in con-
struction to effect this result. Thus in Figs.
1 and 2 the frame has a wide bearing-piece, N,
of any desired length, with a slot to receive
the fastenings of the foot or attachment I,
by which the dash -and the body of the vehicle
are connected adjustably, so that within the
limits of the adjustment the foot secured to
the dash may find its bearings on bodies of
various widths.

The foot may be of any desired shape, being
shown with two branches, b d, one bolted or
otherwise secured to the dash and the other
to the body I of the vehicle.

By the above-described means the dashes
may be furnished to the trade as independent
articles of manufacture, as the foot may be fit-
ted to vehicles in the process of construction
or afterward, and the dash secured without
altering or moving it. TFor the like reason,
the feet adapted to the vehicles and dashes
may be sold separately.

The construction described affords a ready
means of constructing and applying the leather
covering when the dash consists of a leather-
covered frame, as the front and -rear sheets,
B B/, of the cover may be sewed together at
the edges f, outside the uprights; and the
skirt &, below the rail B, may be sewed as re-
quired before applying the cover, which then
only requires to be drawn on the frame and
stitched at the top and inside the rails.

The bearing N for the attachment or foot
may be within the frame, as shown in Figs. 1,
2, 3, 4, and 8, or it ‘may be in an extension
outside of the frame, the result being the
same—i. ¢., the frame being adapted, to be se-
cured without change to bodies of different
widths., This bearing portion N may be se-
cured permanently or detachably to the frame-
bars. Thus in Tigs. 1 and 2 it is provided
with sockets for the reception of studs at the
ends of the bars. In any case it affords a
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strong and rigid connection Letween the foot
and the frame, so that the latter cannot be
bent over under anything less than destruc-
tive pressure. Thisis especially the case when
both uprights, I' and G, are secured to the
bearing-piece N, whether within or without
the frame proper ; but when within the frame
and extending up between the uprights, it
stiffens and braces the latter.

The adjustment of the dash and foot is not
necessarily limited to the mode described.
Tor instance, it may be effected by means of
a series of holes, affording a means ot adjust-
ing the foot at different points. - When the
foot is not required, the dash may be con-
nected directly to the body with like advan-
tage, as the points of connection may be va-
ried to suit bodies of ditferent widths.

The feature of lateral adjustability set forth
therein is applicable to dashes and feet, or
equivalent laterally - adjustable attachments,
other than those particularly herein deseribed.

S represents the upper edge rail, consisting
of a rigid piece of metal, with a groove to re-
ceive the edge of the leather covering over
which it is slid. The edge or interior of the
rail is coated with cement or varnish, which,
while liguid, acts as a lubricator in applying
the rail, and secures it when it becomes dry.

T.am thus enabled to dispense with the te-
dious processof forming a core or row of stitch-
ing to hold the rail to the edge of the leather,
or of closing it down on said edge, as usual.

Without confining myself to any special
mode of connecting the foot and dash adjust-
ably, I claim—

\.

1. The combination of a dash and laterally-
adjustable attachments, whereby the same
may be: connected to vehicles of different
widths, substantially as set forth.

2. A dash or dash-frame having slots or
openings, whereby attachments may be made
at different points, substantially as aud for
the purpose set forth.

3. A dash provided with bearings having
slots or openings, substantially as and for the
purpose specified.

4. A dash-frame provided with bearings,
arranged to strengthen the frame in those
parts whereby the dash is to be connected to
the laterally-adjustable feet or to the vehicle.

5. A dash-frame provided with a detachable
top section, substantially as set forth.

6. The combination, with the frame, of the
removable bearing-piece N, substantially as
set forth.

7. A dash provided with a rail or jnolding,
S, secured by cement or other adhesive mate-
rial, substantially as deseribed.

S. A footless dash-frame, one or more of
whose various parts are separable from the
remaining portions and attachable to the lat-
ter, without welding, by means of mortises
and tenons, or ends or extensions, and recesses
to receive same, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

GEORGE M. PETERS.

Attest:
D. P. KENNEDY,
Wu. R. Fox.
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